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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

Colleagues,  

Leaders of various ethnic communities of the Chittagong Hill Tracts,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Assalamualaikum and Good Afternoon.  

I would like to extend my warm welcome to everyone present here today at the 

Cultural Diversity Festival 2011 with the participation of some of the most colorful and 

culturally diverse ethnic races in Bangladesh. I am delighted to be a part of it.  

The landscape of the Chittagong Hill Tracts comprised of the three districts of 

Bandarban, Rangamati and Khagrachari is different from the rest of the country. It has in it 

some of the best scenic beauties and cultural diversities in Bangladesh. Bangladesh takes 

pride in both. A positive change has taken place in the socio-economic arena of the region 

during the last 15 years despite the struggle and hardship in the livelihood of its people and 

production process.         

The gap between the standard of living of the people of the plain land and the hilly 

areas has substantially been reduced. The Bangalees and the people of various minority ethnic 

races are now happily living side by side. However, we acknowledge and empathize that the 

people of the hill districts experienced a long history of unrest for various reasons. A historical 

Peace Accord was signed on December 2, 1997 with the initiative of the previous Awami 

League Government with a view to establishing peace and harmony in the region. This is a 

rare example in the world as the Accord was signed without any third party arbitration in an 

atmosphere of mutual trust and confidence between representatives of the Government and 

that of the peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts.  



The main objective of the Peace Accord between The National Committee on CHT 

Affairs and Parbattya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti was to resolve the long-standing 

conflict in the region and to expedite socio-economic development process of all citizens in 

the CHT.  

While successive governments tried to subdue the insurgency in the region it was the 

Awami League Government which for the first time in the region's history wanted to bring 

peace for all ethnic communities living side by side and ensure development of the vulnerable 

and disadvantageous people of the region. Bangladesh has earned UENESCO Peace Award for 

signing the Peace Accord. This also manifests the recognition and praise of the international 

community for our efforts for resolution of a protracted conflict through peaceful dialogue.  

           The present Government is pledge-bound to the full implementation of the CHT Accord. 

A major portion of the Accord has so far been implemented. The Government is taking steps 

to implement the rest of Accord. The Ministry on Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs, Chittagong Hill 

Tracts Regional Council and Chittagong Hill Tracts Land Commission all has been constituted 

as part of implementation of the Peace Accord. The taskforce on repatriation of refugees 

returned from India and the determination of internal tribal evacuees has been formed. An 

implementation Committee with the Deputy Leader in the Parliament as the Convener has 

been formed to oversee the implementation process of the Accord.  

A significant advancement has been achieved in education and health sectors besides 

the huge infrastructural development in the hill districts by establishing roads, bridges and 

culverts during the tenure of the present government. Various development projects have 

undertaken with the assistance of UNDP, UNICEF, ADB, DANIDA, EU, CIDA, AusAid and other 

development partners for ensuring the socio-economic development of Hill peoples and for 

the conservation of environment and bio-diversity of this ecologically diverse region.  

The Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs is implementing huge development works 

in the three hill Districts.  We are implementing sector-wise development projects involving 

concerned Ministries and Development partners in a coordinated way under the close 

supervision of the Ministry of CHT Affairs. For ensuring proper coordination of development 

works, the expansion of the role and work-area of the CHT Affairs Ministry is under 

consideration of the government.  

We have approved the 2nd phase of CHT Development Project costing Tk. 504 crore 

with the assistance of the Asian Development Bank. The implementation of Tk. 1,200 crore 

project under the UN Development Program titled ‘Promotion of Development and Confidence 

Building in Chittagong Hill Tracts' is underway. ‘Para Kendra' has been established in 3500 

villages of the Hill Districts through the successful implementation of Coordinated Village 

Development Project funded by the UNICEF.  

We have decided to build a Science and ICT University and a Medical College in 

Rangamati for all residents. Besides, we have formulated the Strategic Policy and Action Plan 



based on the area specific need for the CHT in the 6th Five Year Plan (2011-15) period for 

ensuring the overall development of the Hill districts through long term development projects.  

Most significantly, today we pay a tribute to all the races of Bangladesh, no matter 

how small in size, living in different parts of the country and celebrate their identity with 

language, culture and heritage of their own. The heroic struggle of different races like Sautal, 

Garo, Monipuri, Hajong and many more is mingled with the Bangalee's glorious history of 

thousand years. The cultural diversity of these races is part of our national heritage, history 

and pride. The Article 23(A) of our Constitution states, the State shall take steps to protect 

and develop the unique local culture and tradition of the various ethnic communities. Thus we 

have taken different measures to preserve, promote, develop and flourish their culture 

glorified with significant features.  

We are going to celebrate the forty years of our Independence on December 16, 2011, 

while the 14th anniversary of the CHT Peace Accord was observed day before yesterday. 

Bangladesh, a result of life-long struggle and dedication of the Father of the Nation, became 

independent with the dream of becoming a non-communal democratic state with equal rights 

for all. It was envisioned of becoming a state where all the people irrespective of caste and 

creed would live with equal dignity and right, a vision that we have lived upto.  

As military and unconstitutional governments were in power for long time, the dream 

was not fulfilled even within four decades after independence. The process of bringing remote 

areas of the country, including Chittagong Hill Tracts under the development spree is 

progressing fast. Through signing the CHT Peace Accord in 1997 the unrest situation that was 

prevailing for two decades came to an end. A new horizon of peace and development has 

been established. However, the path of peace and development was never smooth. The 

people of the region should move forward to overcoming the hurdles ensuring development.  

The present Government nourishes the rich culture and heritage of the country. During 

our tenure, the People of this soil irrespective of caste and creed have been delightedly 

enjoying all religious festivals as common festivals. Similarly, the people of all walks of life 

are overwhelmingly participating in national and ethnic traditional festivals. People's active 

participation in the traditional festivals is imperative for the advancement of our cultural 

heritage. The observance of festivals based on culture and tradition could be an incentive to 

uphold our heritage. It also gives us a strong national identity, celebrations and ensures social 

harmony. We could uphold our missionary zeal and inspiration through nourishing our rich 

heritage.  

The Cultural Diversity Festival has been organized with a view to establishing a bridge 

of friendship and development between the people of the hill and the plain land. I hope, it 

would be continued in future. I would be delighted if similar festivals could be arranged across 

the country.  

With these few words, I do hereby declare the Cultural Diversity Festival open.  



Thank you very much.  

Khoda Hafez.  

Joy Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu.  

May Bangladesh Live Forever.  

 


